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— ooOoo — 

Have  you  ever  wondered  why  rural  "boys  and  girls  go  to  out-of-doors  camps  in 
summer?    If  you  have,  the  Extension  Service  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
sould  tell  you  why.    Eor  one  thing,  the  regular  life  of  the  farm  hoy  or  girl  is  one 
Df  hard  work,  "both  at  home  and  at  school.    Again,  many  country  schools  have  no  music, 
.lature  study,  recess  games,  or  sheer-fun  activities.    Even  4-H  club  programs  are 
crowded  with  responsibilities  and  things  to  be  learned. 

The  4-H  club  member  goes  to  camp  for  a  good  time.     This  may  consist  of  de- 
veloping some  special  skill,  following  some  particular  interest,  or  achieving  a 
uace  of  honor,  but  most  of  all  there  must  be  plenty  of  fun. 

The  time  at  camp  is  brief,  but  the  experience  is  a  vivid  one.    Eor  many  of 
:hcsc  young  people  it  stands  out  as  the  year's  high  spot.     They  meet  and  learn  to 
•et  along  with  other  boys  and  girls  of  their  own  age  and  interests.     They  enjoy 
3ports  and  trips.    They  have  a  chance  for  nature  study,  handicrafts,  music.  Totally 
acw  experiences  are  planned  for  them,  such  as  sleeping  out  all  night,  a  moonlight 
Mkc,  a  sunrise  breakfast,  or  a  treasure  hunt.    Just  now  special  attention  is  given 
to  training  leaders  for  forestry  clubs,  wild-life  management,  and  conservation  work. 
Ihis  training  can  best  be  given  in  camp  surroundings. 

The  boys  and  girls  develop  new  attitudes  toward  familiar  concepts.     Take  the 
case  of  a  boy  assigned  to  kitchen  duty.    After  peeling  potatoes  one  morning,  he  said, 
"*ky.  ny  mother  does  this  every  day  I"  A  girl  at  one  of  the  camps  discovered  that 
^ieen  Anne's  lace  was  not  merely  a  weed,  but  a  lovely  table  decoration. 
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Careful  advance  planning  on  the  part  of  the  camp  staff  is  necessary  to  meet 
all  the  objectives.    The  stage  must  he  skillfully  set  so  that  the  campers,  seemingly 
by  their  own  volition,  select  activities,  participate  in  experiences,  explore,  and 
achieve.    Much  of  the  result  depends  on  leadership-    the  rich  personalities  of  the 
staff  members  with  whom  the  hoys  and  girls  come  in  contact. 

Four-H-  club  camps  vary  in  duration  from  3  to  6  days.    There  may  even  be  one- 
day  camps,  starting  early  in  the  morning  and  carrying  on  a  succession  of  activities 
until  fairly  late  in  the  evening.    These  arc  not  simply  picnics.     The  day  is  care- 
fully planned  to  include  instruction,  demonstration,  nature  study,  hikes,  games, 
stunts,  swimming,  handicrafts,  an  impressive  sunset  service  and  evening  campfire 
program. 

At  any  camp,  the  group  may  consist  of  20  or  fewer  campers,  up  to  300  or  more. 
Both  boys  and  girls  may  be  included,  or  the  camp  may  be  attended  by  boys  alone  or 
girls  alone.    Because  of  the  difference  in  interests  and  skills,  at  different  ages, 
in  most  states  an  effort  is  made  to  organize-  camps  on  an  age  basis.    Those  from  10 
to  15  co;.ic  in  one  group,  and  those  from  15  to  20  in  another. 

Although  the  majority  of  4r-E  camps  arc  in  rented  or  borrowed  facilities,  some 
are  owned  by  the  state,  a  group  of  couQtiog  or  a  single  county.    The  most  effective 
of  these  permanent  camps  are  so  constructed  and  located  that  they  can  be  used  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  year.    Then  they  serve  as  a  community  center  as  well  as  a 
camp. 

The  Extension  Service  has  prepared  a  manual  on  short-time  camps,  which  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Government  Printing  Office  at  Washington,  D.  C.  for  15  cents.  This 
bulletin  contains  much  useful  information  for  any  community  group  interested  in 
establishing  such  a  camp.     It  discusses  the  choice  of  a  camp  site,  and  sets  simple 
s  andrrds  for  good  equipment,  sanitation,  recreation  and  game  areas,  safety  measures, 
*&d  food  planning  and  service.     The  need  for  a  registered  nurse  or  camp  physician  is 


pointed  out,  and  a  warning  is  given  against  allowing  those  who  have  not  "been  used  to 
strenuous  sports  to  try  too  heavy  activities  in  so  short  a  camp  period.     The  care 
of  food  "brought  "by  campers  from  hone  presents  problems  and  many  states  now  discourse 
these  contributions  to  the  cost  of  camping. 

In  the  smaller  camps  the  boys  and  girls  often  share  in  the  work  of  food  pre- 
paration, serving,  and  clearing  away.     This  is  part  of  the  camp  experience  and  is 
good  training.    These  tasks  arc  usually  assigned  to  crews  that  change  every  day,  so 
they  arc  not  a  hardship.    Dishwashing  is  lightened  by  various  cheerful  devices,  such 
as  singing  over  tho  work,  making  record  time,  and  so  on.     In  very  large  camps  paid 
workers  arc  generally  used  for  meal  preparation  and  dishwashing.     Keeping  the  camp 
clean  is  one  of  the  necessary  duties  of  every  camper. 

To  make  camp  life  more  interesting  and  easy  to  run,  it  is  customary  in  many 
canps  to  divide  the  boys  and  girls  into  clans,  companies,  tribes,  or  families,  each 
with  its  own  name  and  characteristics.    A  certain  amount  of  friendly  rivalry  be- 
tween groups  adds  to  the  fun  and  stimulates  effort.     The  director's  job  is  to  plan 
programs  that  maintain  a  satisfactory  balance  between  work  and  play-  between  subject 
natter  to  be  learned  and  pure  recreation. 

Sunset  and  canpfire  programs  offer  inspiration  without  theology.  Dramatics 
are  popular  when  there  is  tine  for  rehearsals.     Talent  nights,  charades,  and  im- 
promptu original  skits  may  be  used  instead.    Discussions,  story- telling,  reading 
aloud,  instrumental  music  and  group  singing,  and  simple  ceremonials  are  other  evening 
features  which  add  to  the  deep  and  permanent  impression  of  camp  life  on  the  boy  or 
girl  who  attends. 


